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A nother end to another Viper season. As they say it is 
about time to put this one in the books. This may not 

have been the nicest of all Michigan summers. I am trying 
to be kind here as Mother Nature was anything but kind. 
However, judging from the stories contained in this issue, 
the MCVO Viper kingdom had its share of memorable 
experiences. 

This also marks the end of my current Snake Bites 
Editor run. Time to pass the torch on to someone with 
ambition and hopefully time on their side. This was my 
second tour of duty, so to speak. Much different than the 
previous period back in the early days as technology has 
come a long way. We also returned to paper publication at 
the beginning of this year. Something that I yearned for 
throughout the first two years. You see home printing will 
never achieve the quality of professional printing, nor can 
we leave an electronic file on the table top for visitors to 
peruse. I am happy I was part of the return to paper. And, 
of course, I hope that our members have enjoyed it as well. 

This year has been an interesting one to say the least. 
From the swearing in of a new President (the USA and 
MCVO), to declining automotive sales, a complete 
destruction of the local jobs market and housing market, to 
bankruptcy of two of the American based auto 
manufacturers and then revival as both emerged from 
bankruptcy, albeit with some baggage. It is anyoneôs guess 
how this tale will unfold as we move forward. Questions like 
can Motor City regain the Automotive Capitol name and will 
GM and Chrysler become profitable again loom on the 
horizon. But surprising enough, MCVO actually gained in 
size through the same period. 

So, as I bid adieu and pass on the newsletter reins, I am 
quite optimistic about MCVO and Chryslerôs future.  

Ron Stene 

 
 

November 2009 

 8th - Bocce Ball* 

 11th - MCVO Board Meeting* 

  

December 2009 

 5th - MCVO Holiday Party* 

 

January 2010 

 13th - MCVO Board Meeting* 

  

February 2010 

 10th - MCVO Board Meeting* 

 27th - MCVO Winter Party* 

 

March 2010 

 10th - MCVO Board Meeting* 

 

  * - MCVO sponsored event  
 

Dates/Events subject to change.  
Please check the MCVO website for up to date information 
 

WWW.MCVO.NET 
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 (248) 588-1313 jhackney@ix.netcom.com 

 

Vice President Zach Thompson 

 (248) 553-3093)  zt@zrthompson.com  

 

Treasurer Bruce Heckman 

 (248) 641-1701 hisser@comcast.net 

 

Secretary  Anne Hargrave-Thomas 
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Cover photograph taken by Sam Brasile at the Fall Cruise and back 
photograph taken by Deb Guyitt at Vipers Invade Niagara Falls. Other 
photographs included herein are from the article author, unless otherwise 
indicated. 

Membership in Viper Club of America (VCA) is $115.00, which includes membership in the Motor City Vipers Owners (MCVO). This includes VCA membership cards, subscription to the 
Viper Quarterly and VCA related discounts, subscription to MCVO SnakeBites and access to all MCVO related events. 

 

Snake Bites & Snake Updates are published by the Motor City Viper Owners Car Club. Subscription is included in the membership fee. Editorial contributions are invited, but we are not responsible for return of 
unsolicited materials. Submission of materials implies the right to edit and publish all or in part. The opinions and experience of the author of the article does not necessarily reflect Chrysler LLC opinion, recommendation 
or approval. Reproduction whole, in part, or by electronic storage of Snake Bites or Snake Update is prohibited without the expressed written consent of the editors of Snake Bites .  

Advertising is available in SnakeBites, send a request for a rate card. 

Directors 

 

Membership Director Bob White  

 (248) 628-1790  bobwhitesrv9a@att.net  

Motor Sport Director Ron Stene 

 (248) 622-6825   vipersrt@wowway.com 

Social Director  Maureen Hackney  

 (248) 588-1313  mhackney@ameritech.net 

Apparel Director  Sandi White  

 (248) 628-1790  blwbyeu@att.net  

Newsletter Editor Ron Stene  

 (248) 622-6825   vipersrt@wowway.com  

Web Director  Zach Thompson 

 (248) 553-3093)   zt@zrthompson.com  

Club Advisor Jim Bielenda  

 (313) 806-7331  jb7@chrysler.com 
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W ell I guess 
winter is 

finally here, today I had 
to wear long pants!  

 
Maureen and I just returned 

from a 2000 mile Fall color cruise, 
I mention this only to segue into a trip 

that members Bill and Diane Hodel 
took. The trip was a 36 day, 10,045 mile 

excursion in their Viper and they are still 
talking to each other. The trip went from coast 
to coast and both north and south. See pages 
6 and 7 of this edition, or visit the VCA web 
site at Link. 

The Woodward Dream Cruise event was a 
huge success, we had 96 attendees including 
visitors other VCA clubs. We need to take a 
moment to reflect on how lucky we are. Our 
club not only has many members of the 
original Viper team but we also have what is 
hyped as the largest one day car show in the 
world ñThe Woodward Dream Cruiseò. 

September brought us our annual wine tour 
and everyone who attended had a blast. 
Immediately following the wine tour, sixteen 
members headed for the Vipers Invade 
Niagara Falls event sponsored by the Illinois 
Club. The trip was well planned and well 
executed, kudos go to the Illinois Club for a 
great event. Our final cruise in for the summer 
was at our favorite spot, Bullfrogs with thirteen 
members attending and a surprise visit from 
Jon Brobst of PartsRack. 

Our Fall Cruise event began with a tour of 
Arrow Racing, some 40 Vipers strong. Arrow 
provided us a great tour of their facility, 
including running an engine on the dyno and 
put out a wonderful breakfast for our 
enjoyment. We left Arrow and continued on to 
the Porter Cider Mill; Zach had set up a tent 
with cider and donuts for our arrival. We 
toured the cider mill, visited the petting zoo 
and had our fill of cider and donuts. Next we 
were off to the Captains Club at Woodfield in 
Grand Blanc where we enjoyed lunch at the 
Captainôs Club where Jim and Lena Culver 
are members. After lunch we went to Jim and 
Lenaôs for dessert, lawn games, and campfire. 
While some of the members sat around the 
campfire watching other members play 
badminton, others were up at the house 
enjoying Lenaôs warm cobbler with ice cream, 
her delicious cookies and cake. It was a great 
day and a great way to end the driving 
season. 

November has us playing bocce ball while 
enjoying pizza, pasta, breadsticks, salad and 

dessert. This is always a lively and 
competitive event as the teams try to take 

the first place spot.  

December will have our Holiday/Election 
party; check the website for details at 
www.mcvo.net. 

Your Board is currently planning next years 
events; if you have any ideas or would like to 
host an event, please let the Board know. We 
are always looking for new ideas. 

Please remember our club meetings are 
the second Wednesday of the month and are 
held at Kerbyôs Koney Island on Woodward at 
Square Lake in Bloomfield. Meetings are open 
to all MCVO members and I encourage 
everyone to attend at least one meeting. 

Enjoy the newsletter and watch for E-mails 
with upcoming events and updates.  

Jess Hackney 

 

MCVO News 

By Ron Stene 

MCVO Officer Elections 

M embers it is 

elections time 

again.  An email 

was sent out 

soliciting volunteers 

for MCVO board 

a n d  d i r e c t o r 

positions.  MCVO 

n e e d s  y o u r 

participation. The 

deadline for board nominations was October 

31. However, if you have a desire or 

willingness to participate as a director please 

send an email to board@mcvo.net and 

indicate what position you would like to 

pursue. I can tell from my experience that this 

is something that provides for great personal 

rewards, but the pay is not so good. 

Wanted: Sponsors for Club Cruises 

I n recent MCVO board discussions we 
came under a common understanding 

that we all like car cruises. I personally agree 
with that whole heartedly.  There is nothing 
like cruising with friends and Vipers. 

Car cruises can be formed relatively fast 
and without much ceremony. All it takes is a 
little leadership and communicating the 
intentions to the club. With that, and 
cooperative weather, we can have a cruise. 

There are many possibilities for a day trip 
cruise in the region. Wineries, car collections, 
museums, lakeside resorts, someoneôs 
weekend cottage, etc. The sky is the limit, or 
shall I say the road is the limit. The only thing 
Viper owners demand is a reasonable 
roadway. 

Cruisinô to Bullfrogs  

By Bob White 

Y ou just never know whatôs going to happen at our cruises! Our mid-
September cruise to Bullfrogs turned into 
something of a celebrity event with people we 
hadnôt seen since the last Invitational, or at 
Viper vs. Viper in Phoenix. 

Jon Brobst and Doris Rose were in town as 
part of the Niagara event and decided to join 
us. Pat Wnek, an Illinois member from 
Wisconsin, was in town on business and also 
decided to join in. Jon brought us some Viper 
goodies to pass out and even covered our 
drinks. It was a nice surprise having them. 

The staff at Bullfrogs really went the extra 
mile for us this time. Because it was quite 
cool, Rocky the Manager had us set up with 
our choice of tables inside or out on the deck. 
We chose the deck, and appreciated having 
the opportunity to go inside if it got too cold 
later. Although it did get pretty chilly out there, 
the warm hearts of the group allowed us to 
stay for the duration. 

The food and company were excellent, and 

everyone had another great time! 

 

 

So what can the club do to facilitate 
cruises. We need you, our members, to 
identify opportunities throughout the year. And 
of  course communicate the possibility to 
anyone on the MCVO Board. Thatôs all. So 
how óbout it club members. Letôs have some 
fun next year! 
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http://forums.viperclub.org/srt10-srt10-coupe-discussions/631174-all-4-coasts-2008-viper.html

