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Motor City VIPER Owners 

 SnakeBitesSnakeBites 
An MCVO Publication  

Ronald Stene, Editor  

Motor City VIPER Owners  
P.O. Box 311 , Bloomfield Hills, MI. 48303  

 

MCVO Officers are listed below, with phone 

numbers & e-mail addresses.  

Please contact viper@mcvo.net  if you have a question or comment on club activities.  
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W ell, here we are in mid-August. The Woodward Dream 
Cruise just occurred (see next edition for details) and I 

am frankly out of gas. No not the carðlocal filling stations were 
happy enough to let me buy as much premium fuel as I could stuff 
in the Viper tank. It is me who is out of gas. Too much fun, too 
much imbibing, and too much heat. I never thought I would say 
the latter this year. But alas, summer weather has finally found 
Michigan. A bit late, but better late than never.  

We also broke a tradition that has happened at most every 
event this summer. That is the dreaded rain. The Woodward area 
remained dry throughout the past several days allowing all Dream 
Cruise activities to occur. Been a few years since it was dry for the 
event. Given the current economic times it should have been 
expected that the cruise would be impacted as well. However, 
seeing all of the empty parking spaces along Woodward in prime 
areas spoke volumes. Not sure if it was due to over pricing or 
under funding, but the results were near empty lots here and 
there. That took nothing away from the street itself as the quantity 
and originality of the cruisers was great as always. 

It is now apparent that Fall will be approaching shortly. Our 
Summer event schedule has come to a close with Fall events 
coming around the corner. As such I encourage all members to 
provide feedback regarding MCVO activities so far this year. The 
clubôs board of directors welcomes feedback, both positive and 
negative, so that they can better understand the needs of the 
membership. Please forward your personal thoughts on MCVO 
and our events to viper@mcvo.net  

I would also like to include some personal stories in future 
newsletters. If you have gone on a trip and shared the experience 
with your Viper (they are family members, right?), purchased a 
new Viper, made a new modification to your Viper, or any other 
Viper related experience please forward some words, and if 
possible pictures, to share with the other members. Another 
possibility is if you have improved your Viperôs lair (i.e. garage) 
and would like to share. 

Ron Stene 

 
 

August 2009 

  7-9th - Midwest Zone RendezvousðMopar Nationals* 

  12th - MCVO Board Meeting* 

  13th - Woodward Dream Cruise Party* 

  15th - Woodward Dream Cruise  

 

September 2009 

  9th - MCVO Board Meeting* 

  11-13th - MCVO Wine TourðGlen Arbor, Mich * 

  16th - Cruise NightðLocation TBD* 

  17-20th - Vipers Invade Niagara Falls 
 

October 2009 

  9th - Tech Day* 

  14th - MCVO Board Meeting* 

  17th - Fall Color Cruise* 

  

November 2009 

  11th - MCVO Board Meeting* 

  14th - Bocce Ball* 

 

 

 

   * - MCVO sponsored event  
 

Dates/Events subject to change.  
Please check the MCVO website for up to date information 

WWW.MCVO.NET 
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Officers 

 

President  Jess Hackney  

 (248) 588-1313 jhackney@ix.netcom.com 

 

Vice President Zach Thompson 

 (248) 553-3093)  zt@zrthompson.com  

 

Treasurer Bruce Heckman 

 (248) 641-1701 hisser@comcast.net 

 

Secretary  Anne Hargrave-Thomas 

 (248) 366-9161 basilht@sbcglobal.net 

Cover photograph taken by Sam Brasile at the Spring Tech Session and 
back photograph taken by Becky Kelly during the Ohio Weekend. Other 
photographs included herein are from the article author, unless otherwise 
indicated. 

Membership in Viper Club of America (VCA) is $115.00, which includes membership in the Motor City Vipers Owners (MCVO). This includes VCA membership cards, subscription to the 
Viper Quarterly and VCA related discounts, subscription to MCVO SnakeBites and access to all MCVO related events. 

 

Snake Bites & Snake Updates are published by the Motor City Viper Owners Car Club. Subscription is included in the membership fee. Editorial contributions are invited, but we are not responsible for return of 
unsolicited materials. Submission of materials implies the right to edit and publish all or in part. The opinions and experience of the author of the article does not necessarily reflect Chrysler LLC opinion, recommendation 
or approval. Reproduction whole, in part, or by electronic storage of Snake Bites or Snake Update is prohibited without the expressed written consent of the editors of Snake Bites .   

Advertising is available in SnakeBites, send a request for a rate card. 

Directors 

 

Membership Director Bob White  

 (248) 628-1790  bobwhitesrv9a@att.net  

Motor Sport Director Ron Stene 

 (248) 622-6825   vipersrt@wowway.com 

Social Director  Maureen Hackney  

 (248) 588-1313  mhackney@ameritech.net 

Apparel Director  Sandi White  

 (248) 628-1790  blwbyeu@att.net  

Newsletter Editor Ron Stene  

 (248) 622-6825   vipersrt@wowway.com  

Web Director  Zach Thompson 

 (248) 553-3093)    zt@zrthompson.com  

Club Advisor Jim Bielenda  

 (313) 806-7331  jb7@chrysler.com 
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Upcoming Events 
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W O W     
it  

s e e m s  l i k e 
summer just started 

and here it is August 
already. 

Our Ohio weekend trip was a 

huge success, the weather was so 

nice on Sunday that many of us 

stayed for an impromptu cruise through 

the Amish country. Our thanks go out to 

Bill & Diane Hodel for another great weekend. 

The Viper reign continued as MCVO 

member Steve Nelson was the dyno champ at 

the Escanaba fun run. This is the third year in 

a row that an MCVO member has taken the 

winning trophy. Our visit to the DeYoung 

Family Zoo, always a highlight of the 

weekend, was no exception this year. This 

year we had snake meets snake. The zoo had 

a 10ô python that posed with MCVO members 

and of course the Vipers. Check the website, 

www.mcvo.net for photos of the event. Our 

thanks go out to Steve & Sue Nelson and 

Keith & Shelly Boye for a great weekend. 

Our cruise nights continue to grow in 

attendance. We continue to move the cruise 

nights around the metro area in an attempt to 

make it convenient for everyone to attend. I 

would like to thank everyone that suggested 

additional locations for cruise nights. 

I would like to thank the members that 

have offered to host events and help in the 

financial area. In particular I would like to 

thank Mike Kelly for his guidance in helping 

your board make some financial decisions. 

The weather was not our friend at the 

Gingerman event. Everyone got some track 

time but the day was rain shortened. The 

autocross this year had over 50 folks sign up. 

This year along with the four viper classes 

running the autocross we had a fifth class 

called ñfun runò. This call gave members the 

opportunity to participate in an autocross 

without the pressure of competition. Members 

that drove in the fun run were offered to have 

an experienced autocross driver ride with 

them if they so desired. I believe we had 9 

cars run in the fun run. I think the fun run class 

will be a ñkeeperò for future MCVO autocross 

events. A special thanks to Terry & Karla 

Turin for bringing the ñchuck wagonò and Zach 

Thompson for lending us his golf cart. 

Please remember our club meetings are 

the second Wednesday of the month and 

are held at Kerbyôs Koney Island on 

Woodward at Square Lake in Bloomfield Hills. 

Meetings are open to all MCVO members and 

I encourage everyone to attend at least one 

meeting 

Woodward Dream cruise is just around the 

corner and our last weekend event the wine 

tour is in mid September. Check the website 

www.mcvo.net for details and signup 

information. 

Enjoy the newsletter and watch for E-mail 

with upcoming events and updates. 

Jess Hackney 

 

Membership Update  

by Bob White 

As of this writing, MCVO consists of 167 

members. 

That number (167 members) is just one 

less than we had at the end of last year, so itôs 

very possible that by year end weôll have more 

members than we did then. Now thereôs a 

testament to priorities! You only go around 

once. Viper owners know how to ñGrab life by 

the hornsò! 

Have you checked out the new Club 

Directory on our website? (Click on ñMEMBER 

LOG-INò and input the user name and 

password I sent you in the fact sheet when 

you joined / renewed). Thereôs more 

information in the directory than before. We 

now have space to display information about 

as many as two Vipers per member! So, if 

youôre wondering whoôs car that is (ñSaying to 

yourself I know Iôve seen that plate beforeò) 

then you can look it up in the directory! Or if 

youôre wondering who has a 1993 RT/10, or 

who has an ACR? Well, you get the idea. 

But at this point, there are quite a few 

blanks there. VCA only asks for information 

about a single Viper, so our directory is quite 

often missing information or it may still include 

a vehicle that youôve already sold. So please 

take a look at it and drop me a note if 

something needs to be added or deleted from 

the list. And donôt forget to include your 

personalized plate! 

S e n d  a n y  c h a n g e s  t o 

bobwhitesrv9a@att.net and Iôll be glad to 

update your information. 

 

MCVO News 

By Ron Stene 

 Dyno Day Cancellation 

I  felt it was necessary to provide an 

explanation and an apology for the 

cancellation of the scheduled Dyno Day. To 

our dismay the dyno facility we have visited 

semi-annually for the past 6 or so years went 

bankrupt. Obviously a sign of the turbulent 

times here in southeastern Michigan. But to 

add to it the other facility that I have used in 

the past also went under. A pretty thorough 

search ended up only finding a few potential 

facilities, none of which would offer a 

reasonable rate for a group event. If anyone 

knows of a good dyno facility reasonably close 

to the metro area please contact me. There is 

still time this year if we can find an acceptable 

location. 

Track Day Reprieve 

As you will read later in the newsletter our 

annual track day at Gingerman was rained out 

from lunch on. Disappointing for sure. 

Obviously there are things that none of us can 

control, and Mother Nature fits that category. 

But one thing we can do is help make up for it. 

In this case the Illinois Viper club invited all 

Gingerman participants to their next event at 

the Autobahn track in Joliet, Illinois at a 

reduced price. In addition MCVO offered an 

additional $50 subsidy. Combined that made a 

very attractive track event cost for those able 

to make it. Thank you Illinois VCA and MCVO 

for helping to recover from natureôs grand 

standing. 

MCVO Elections 

The MCVO Board voted to move elections 

from January to December to better align with 

the VCA. Beginning with the 2010 election 

cycle positions will be for the calendar year 

with elections occurring at the Winter Party in 

December.  

Look for officer solicitations E-Mails in 

November. If you have an interest in helping 

move the club forward please contact any 

MCVO board member.  
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Ohio Weekend Picture 

Review 

Photographs by Zach Thompson & 
Becky Kelly  


